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Lighthouse Het Paard van Marken (The Horse of Marken) 

Zuiderzee 

Cycling along the IJsselmeer on a fine summer day, it’s hard to 

imagine that less than a century ago this inland lake was still a raging 

sea, the Zuiderzee. Actually, the Zuiderzee didn’t start off as a sea, 

but as a inland lake, known in Roman times as Aelmere. In the 13th 

century a series of devastating floods washed away part of the dunes 

along the Dutch west coast, connecting the lake to the open sea. This 

had a huge impact on the region. It gave fresh opportunities for the 

fishing industry and opened up new trade routes. Thanks to the 

Zuiderzee, the Hanze towns in the east of Holland flourished and the 

ships of the Dutch East Indies Company could sail off from 

Amsterdam to discover new continents and bring back all kinds of 

exotic goods. These were the years of the Dutch Golden Age, a period 

of prosperity and cultural bloom during the 17th century. 

Waterland 

Looking around you, it’s easy to tell where the Waterland region got 

its name from: almost half of the area is covered by water. The land 

is so swampy that it is only fit for cattle farming. It’s a great area to 

see field and water birds.  

The route takes you along part of the Waterlandse Zeedijk. This 

circular dyke was built around Waterland in the 13th century to 

protect the low-lying land from flooding. Unfortunately the dyke 

offered insufficient protection against the raging sea. Repeatedly the 

dykes broke through, causing havoc and destruction in Waterland. 

Houses were flooded and land was washed away, forming large lakes 

such as the Kinselmeer (which you can see on the left hand side of 

the dyke between Durgerdam and Uitdam) and many lives were lost. 

With the population growing, a drastic solution was needed.  

Zuiderzee Works 

In the 1890s engineer Cornelis Lely started to make plans to close off 

the Zuiderzee with a large dam and turn parts of it into polders. It 

wasn’t until after the devastating flood of 1916 that his plans were 

finally approved of. In 1932 the 32-km long Afsluitdijk was 

completed. Once again the Zuiderzee is now an inland lake, the 

IJsselmeer. Since 1932 there have been no more floods. 

Start - 5 - 46 - 47 - 79 - 77 - 52 - *** - 51 - 52 - 53 -
57 -75 - 76 - Ferry - 78 - 44 - 45 - *** - 5 - Finish



Holland-Cycling.com Marken Cycle Route    •    5 

Main route: As you reach the former island of Marken, the route 

turns right, following a narrow and sometimes bumpy cycle path 

along the dyke. The route takes you all around the island, 

following the dyke up to the harbour at 51 (Kerkbuurt). Behind the 

harbour you can continue along the dyke until you reach the point 

where Marken is connected to the mainland. 

Shorter alternative: as you reach the island, follow the main road 

straight on until you reach the village, turn left at Buurterstraat 

and follow the signs to 51 at the harbour. Take some time to look 

around! At 51 you pick up the main route again. 

The Rozewerf at Marken 

Marken 

The former island of Marken has maintained much of its traditional 

character. As you go along the dyke which has connected Marken 

with the mainland since 1957, you step back in time. The route 

around the former island takes you along the dyke to the Rozewerf. 

In severe winters the wind can cause huge blocks of ice to creep over 

the dyke. Wooden ice breakers have been constructed in the water 

to protect the houses on the Rozewerf from being crushed by the 

drifting ice.  

A little further lies the famous lighthouse Het Paard van Marken (The 

Horse of Marken). It was one of the three lighthouses that guided 

ships safely through the Zuiderzee to the harbour of Amsterdam. At 

The Horse of Marken there is a little beach where you can have a 

swim on a warm summer’s day. 

The harbour of Marken 
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The old wooden houses on Marken were built on man-made mounds 

known as werven, very close to each otherBut even these mounds 

were not safe, so most houses were built on poles. Now that flooding 

is no longer an issue, the downstairs sections which used to be open, 

have been walled in and added to the houses. 

For centuries the fishing industry was Marken’s main source of 

income. In its heydays the village had a fishing fleet of up to two 

hundred boats. What a sight that must have been! The completion of 

the Afsluitdijk in 1932 put an end to the fishing industry. Now the 

harbour is mainly used by pleasure boats. There is also a ferry to 

Volendam. 

Marken is one of the few places in Holland where the locals still wear 

traditional costumes on special occasions. The costumes of Marken 

are colourful and decorative. Nowadays they are mostly worn for 

tourists. 

Ferry at Holysloot 

To get to the ferry at Holysloot, follow the signs at 76. You’ll have 

to dismount and walk through the fields, carrying your bike across 

a series of small footbridges. The ferry only has a regular service 

during the summer months. For the timetable see: 

www.voetveren.nl/sub-overzicht/detail/NH-0019.htm.  

If the ferry doesn’t run, you can take the alternative route: 76-42-

43-44. At 44 you’re back on the main route again. 

Walking through the fields to get to the ferry at Holysloot 

Tower of Ransdorp 

As you head towards Marken, you can already see the church tower 

of Ransdorp in the distance to your left. It really stands out in the flat 

and open landscape.  

The return journey takes you through the old village of Ransdorp and 

past the church tower. The church is more recent than the tower. 

The original church was struck by lightening and burned down in 

1615. The Gothic style tower was built a century earlier, but the spire 

was never completed as the money ran out. This explains the tower’s 

unusual truncated shape. Although the tower is only 32 metres high, 

the tower offers a good vantage point. During the Second World War 

it was used by the Germans as a watchtower.  



 

























